
United Way of Hunterdon County invites Hunterdon County middle school students to join us in 
celebrating the spirit of volunteerism by participating in the 2016 United Way Middle School Essay 

Contest.  Students are invited to compose and submit an essay on the following topic:

CONTEST DETAILS

Prizes:  
Judges will select three finalists among all entries, and the finalists will be recognized at a VIP 
reception at the United Way of Hunterdon County Volunteer Center on Saturday, April 30, immediately 
preceding the Volunteer Center’s Open House and Block Party festivities.  Prizes will be awarded as 
follows:

1. First Place - $100
2. Second Place - $50
3. Third Place - $25

General Information:
• The contest is open to all 6th, 7th & 8th grade students in Hunterdon County
• Essays should be at least 300 words, but no more than 500 words in length, double-spaced, and 

typed in 12-point Times New Roman, Arial, or Helvetica font
• Essays will be judged by a panel of United Way staff and volunteers for creativity and originality of 

content, clarity of presentation, peer impact, logic, and grammatical accuracy
• Only one essay may be submitted per student

(Submission and deadline information on back)

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens 
can change the world.  Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.”

~ Margaret Mead, American Anthropologist

INSTRUCTIONS:
United Way of Hunterdon County is a community impact-focused organization 
that is dedicated to identifying and solving needs in our communities with the 
support of volunteers.  Analyze the quote above and write an essay describing 
how involvement in community service can keep our community strong.  How 

does this quote relate to your service in school and/or in your community?



Submission Information and Deadline:
Entries must be submitted to and received by United Way of Hunterdon County by April 10, 2016.  
Entries may be submitted electronically via email to caroline@uwhunterdon.org OR printed and 
mailed to:

United Way of Hunterdon County
Essay Contest

4 Walter Foran Boulevard, Suite 401
Flemington, NJ 08822

All submissions MUST include both the essay and the following information about the entrant:
• Full Name
• Mailing Address
• Phone Number
• Email Address
• Age
• School
• Grade

Finalists will be notified by email or phone with an invitation to the VIP reception preceding the 
Volunteer Center Open House & Block Party on or before April 25, 2016.

Questions or requests for additional information can be directed to Caroline at 
caroline@uwhunterdon.org.


